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�e New London Community Orchestra (https://www.nlcommunityorchestra.org/) is o�ering free after-school string-instrument music lessons to marginalized children.
Chestnut Street Playhouse and the Hispanic Alliance (https://hispanicalliancesect.org/) of Southeastern Connecticut are creating a bilingual summer theater program for high
school students. Artist Jessica Cerullo is sharing New London County's pandemic experiences and honoring caregivers through a book of poetry and a community dialogue
happening in October.

�ese projects are among the 38 grants the Southeastern Connecticut Cultural Coalition (http://culturesect.org/) awarded to 20 artists, 13 nonpro�ts and �ve for-pro�t
creative businesses across Norwich, New London and Stonington, using federal American Rescue Plan Act funds. �e grants total $258,163.

�ese three municipalities partnered with the Norwich-based nonpro�t coalition to manage and administer a portion of their ARPA funding.

Executive Director Wendy Bury said late last year (https://www.theday.com/local-news/20220101/cultural-coalition-names-norwich-arts-and-culture-coordinator-
works-on-arpa-funding) that this came about because towns don't have arts and culture departments, and municipal leaders told her they didn't know if they'd be the best people
to decide where money should go for arts and culture.

In Norwich, the Norwich Arts Center (https://www.norwicharts.org/) and Blooming into Greatness (https://bloomingin2greatness.org/) are getting $9,000 to create a step-
dancing team, and artist Faith Satter�eld will use her $8,850 for materials, labor and studio space to create a mural on the Sunlight Building on Franklin Street.

ARPA funding announced for arts and culture projects

By Erica Moser (/apps/pbcs.dll/personalia?ID=e.moser)   Day staff writer
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Some artists are getting funding to support their rent and utilities for their shops and studios.

�e Norwich Rotary Foundation is getting $4,000 to revive its Celebrate Cultural Diversity event at Howard T. Brown Park.

One of the for-pro�t businesses getting a grant is Norwich Camera Company (https://www.norwichcamera.com/), which intends to start �lm developing workshops, host
walks throughout the city to teach photography and restart its initiative o�ering photographic services to veterans and their family members free of charge.

New London's Oasis Pub at 16 Bank St. and the Social Bar + Kitchen at 208 Bank St. are getting $9,080 for equipment to support live entertainment, and Dessa Lea Productions
(http://www.dessaleaproductions.com/) is receiving $7,700 to create seasonal promotional street banners for events and attractions in Stonington Borough.

�e grant for Be Well Productions (https://www.facebook.com/BeWellProductions/) will support a work-in-progress reading of local playwright and actor Emma Palzere-
Rae's one-woman play based on the life of Victorian photographer Julia Margaret Cameron, scheduled for the fall at Lyman Allyn Art Museum, 625 Williams St. in New London. �e
New London Drone Orchestra (https://www.facebook.com/nldroneorchestra) plans to hold a free concert at Evans Hall at Connecticut College in October. �e Eastern
Connecticut Symphony Orchestra (https://ectsymphony.com/) is getting $7,000 for an outdoor concert.

Included in the $258,163 is $28,000 for professional development, which was optional for grant recipients, and 74% of grantees will participate. �e Professional Development
Cohort (http://culturesect.org/arpa-grants-for-arts-culture-announced/) requires a one-year commitment to participate in a series of workshops and meetings. �e Cultural
Coalition is developing the program in partnership with Mass MoCA's Assets for Artists, Women's Business Development Council, Global City Norwich, CT O�ce of the Arts and CT
Humanities.

To view a full list of the ARPA grants for arts and culture, visit bit.ly/arpaculture (http://culturesect.org/arpa-grants-for-arts-culture-announced/).
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STORIES THAT MAY INTEREST YOU

�e Norwich School Building Committee endorsed the master plan Tuesday, and the City Council will hold three public meetings this summer.

Norwich proposed $381 million school construction project takes �rst step forward (/local-
news/20220628/norwich-proposed-381-million-school-construction-project-takes-�rst-step-forward)
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While not a debate format, Democratic Gov. Ned Lamont celebrated his record on crime and public health and his challenger Republican Bob Stefanowski denigrated it.

Gubernatorial candidates address public safety leaders (/local-news/20220628/gubernatorial-candidates-
address-public-safety-leaders)

https://www.theday.com/local-news/20220628/gubernatorial-candidates-address-public-safety-leaders
https://www.theday.com/local-news/20220628/kids-check-out-critters-at-mystic-library


Participants met a variety of animals Tuesday during Animal Adventures program at Mystic Noank Library.

Kids check out critters at Mystic library (/local-news/20220628/kids-check-out-critters-at-mystic-library)

On the front steps of City Hall, OutCT held its third-annual "Everyone Deserves Pride" vigil Tuesday night in an e�ort to remember the trans people of color who lost their lives in
the last year.

New London �ower vigil remembers queer, transgender people of color who died (/local-
news/20220628/new-london-�ower-vigil-remembers-queer-transgender-people-of-color-who-died)
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