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Connecticut Office of the Arts

VISION:
Inspire, Empower, Educate, Transform.
The arts are a human right. The Connecticut Office of
the Arts envisions a world where the arts, in all
forms, are embedded in everyday life.

MISSION:
The Connecticut Office of the Arts animates a culture
of creativity across Connecticut by supporting arts
making and arts participation for all people.




Equity, Inclusion and Access Statement

Equity, inclusion and access involving all populations are critical to
the vitality of our neighborhoods, towns, and cities. We
acknowledge that there is much work to do in this area. We are
committed to supporting and fully engaging diverse members of
our communities in arts policy, practice, and decision making.
Continually changing demographics invite opportunity for
responsible and responsive social change by attracting new
perspectives that connect minds to a vision and hands to a purpose
through the arts.

The Connecticut Office of the Arts will insist upon using the lenses
of relevance, equality, access, diversity, and inclusion to guide
programmatic and investment decisions within the framework of
artistic excellence.




Relevance

Equity

ACCGSS

Diversity

|nc|usion

Meaningful or purposeful connection to one’s
aspirations, interests, or experiences in relation to
current society or culture.

Policy and practice that is fair and just. Our processes
and systems are designed to insure that we distribute
resources without bias.

We will create pathways that invite participation and
communication and that provide opportunities for
constituents from all population.

A mosaic of individuals offering unique perspectives
and experiences influenced by their ethnic, cultural,

social, economic, and ability backgrounds. As Malcolm
Forbes says, “Diversity: the art of thinking independently together.’
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Active participation by constituents who represent
and reflect the communities we are all a part of.

Here are our definitions of what that means to us: Here is what we commit to:

We commit to a culture that
supports curiosity, action and
awareness in, about, and through
the arts.

We commit to a level playing field
for constituents to access the
resources in our control and the
systems we can influence.

We commit to cultivating channels
for engagement on all levels for all
people.

We commit to enhancing
creativity through diversity.

We commit to building a
community that is respectful and
responsive to the diverse talents,

skills and abilities of all people.




FY18 Funding Opportunities

Supporting Arts in Place
CT Arts Endowment Fund

Arts Learning

* Access

* Connection / Correlation
* |ntegration

Project Grants Award Programs

Regional Initiative “REGI”

Artist Fellowship Program




FY2018 Program Revisions

COA’s FY2018 grant program categories carry forward with
revisions for FY2018 with the most significant change as:

No Intent to Apply
Arts Learning Grants include 3 separate categories

There is only one category for larger COA Project Grants (Public Art
Community & Arts and Community Impact are not offered as separate
grant programs)

Grant request ranges have changed
The minimum award amount for the Supporting Arts in Place is $500

Project grant programs allowable administrative expenses was reduced
from 20% to 15%

Artist Fellowship Program is undergoing revisions




FY18 Funding Opportunities

Eligible Applicants may select only Eligible Applicants may also
ONE (1) of the following: apply to the following:

Arts Learning — Connection/Correlation
Arts Learning — Integration Arts Learning — Access

Project Grants CT Arts Endowment Fund (CAEF)

Regional Initiative “REGI” Artist Fellowship Program
Supporting Arts in Place

Grant categories are reviewed by panelists with expertise specific to each (with the exception
of formula-based programs and Arts Learning Access). When selecting a program to apply to,
ask yourself, “What panel of experts should read, review, evaluate and score my proposal?.”




Supporting Arts in Place

Supporting Arts in Place provides General
Operating Support to:

— Arts Organizations
— Municipal Arts Departments (Level B & C)

Applicati
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Supporting Arts in Place

Arts Organization

Incorporated in Connecticut for at least three years prior to
the application date

Primary place of business and operations must be in
Connecticut

Have obtained tax-exempt status under Section 501(c)(3) of
the Internal Revenue Code

Primary legal purpose is to create, perform, present or
otherwise promote or support visual, performing or literary
arts



Supporting Arts in Place

Municipal Arts Department (Level B & Level C)

Level B: A Connecticut municipal government such as a Commission on the
Arts, Department of Cultural Affairs or other specifically designated arts office
whose primary purpose is to conduct or support arts and cultural
programming/activities

Level C: A Connecticut municipal government such as a Commission on the
Arts, Department of Cultural Affairs or other specifically designated arts office
whose primary purpose is to conduct or support arts and cultural
programming/activities with:

- at least one paid arts professional staff position dedicated to this

office with the position funded at no less than 20 hours per week

- a dedicated budget for arts activities allocated from the municipal

budget



Supporting Arts in Place

e All eligible applicants receive an award

e Applicants do not request specific grant
amounts

 Awards are determined by mathematical
formula



Supporting Arts in Place

Ineligible Applicants are:

Organizations that have applied during the same grant period to any other
program category

Organizations whose primary purpose is not arts-based

Organizations whose primary purpose is educational or instructional (e.g. schools,
libraries, etc.)

Organizations whose primary purpose is to receive contributions for, or provide
funding to, other organizations. Such ineligible organizations include, but are not
limited to, all organizations determined to be tax-exempt under section 509 of the
Internal Revenue Code

Recipients of a COA Line Item (organizations that receive Directed Local Funds)
COA’s Regional Service Organizations

Regardless of an applicant’s eligibility, an application submitted after the deadline
is considered ineligible



Supporting Arts in Place

The funding formula considers the following factors:

* Available funds (allocated to the Supporting Arts in Place category)

* Total number of applicants

* Calculations generated from the aggregate data
collected

FY17 awards in this program ranged from $365 to $18,630
New for FY18: The minimum award amount will be $500



Arts Learning ~ FY18
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Purpose

i@ @ The Connecticut Office of the Arts (COA)

B promotes teaching and learning in, about,
and through the arts, through high quality
arts engagement, arts integration, arts
exploration and discovery experiences.

e @ Focused on PK-12 schools COA Arts
: Learning Grants provide funding
opportunities in 3 distinct categories...



3 Distinet Arts Learning
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Arts Integration (Al) - Sequential arts learning
experiences that weave ideas and concepts between
and among arts and non-arts disciplines, effectively
advancing knowledge and/or skills in an arts discipline
while concurrently advancing knowledge and/or skills
in other disciplines.




ARTS LEARNING GRANTS

MUST SUPPORT COA’S READI (RELEVANCE, EQUITY, ACCESS, DIVERSITY, AND

INCLUSION) FRAMEWORK

Here are our definitions of what that means to us

RELEVANCE

Meaningful or purposeful connection to one’s aspirations,
interests, or experiences in relation to current society or
culture.

EQUITY

Policy and practice that is fair and just. Our processes and
systems are designed to insure that we distribute resources
without bias.

ACCESS

We will create pathways that invite Participation and
communication and that provide opportunities for
constituents from all populations.

DIVERSITY
Active participation by constituents who represent and
reflect the communities we are all a part of.

INCLUSION

A mosaic of individuals offering unique perspectives and
experiences influenced by their ethnic, cultural, social,
economic, and ability backgrounds.

Here is what we commit to

We commit to a culture that supports curiosity, action and
awareness in, about, and through the arts.

We commit to a level playing field for constituents to access
the resources in our control and the systems we can
influence.

We commit to building a community that is respectful and
responsive to the diverse talents, skills and abilities of all
people.

We commit to building a community that is respectful and
responsive to the diverse talents, skills and abilities of all
people.

We commit to enhancing creativity through diversity.




ACCESS SPECIFICS |
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Who May Apply %

@ PK-12 Schools

e 501C-3 arts organizations seeking to e T
pgovidde arts access experience(s) for PK- Otal PrOjeCt mi
12 students e C Nimym -
be f 5700
@ Arts programs of 501C-3 non-arts eXDerienLclseed for any Art
organizations seeking to provide arts Access exp or Combin ¢ S Accesg
access experience(s) for PK-12 students [, Rolli €riencesg on Of Arts
~n
e Eligible applicants who have applied to el'gibl§ d-eadlln EF
) first Irst co
other COA grants programs may also apply Serveq Mme (and

to the Arts Access category

SELECTION CRITERIA - 10 points each

Applicant meets eligibility criteria
Arts Access experience provides access/exposure to the arts for K-12 students

Funds identified support eligible project expenses and are sufficient to complete the project
as identified

Supports COA’s strategic direction (mission/vision/READI framework)



CONNECTION/CORRELATION SPECIFICS

Who May Apply

@ PK-12 Schools

@ 501C-3 arts organizations seeking to
provide arts learning experiences
connecting/correlating with PK-12
school day curriculum

@ Arts programs of 501C-3 non-arts
organizations seeking to provide arts
learning experience(s)
connecting/correlating with PK-12
school day curriculum

SELECTION CRITERIA - 15 points each

Applicant meets eligibility criteria

FUn 2
—ding Infq

The project is arts-based and its connections to/correlations with the curriculum are clear and

authentic

Identified participant goals are realistic and attainable
Required match is confirmed

qundsfidzntified support eligible project expenses and are sufficient to complete the project as
identifie

Supports COA’s strategic direction (mission/vision/READI framework)




A

llNTEGRATK)N SPECIFE Funding Info

e $5,000 Grant Awards

A \ e 75% ($3,750)Minimum Cash match required
Who Ma (must be confirmed at time of application)

Total Project minimum = $8,750
5 5chools . J 3
® PK @ Can be used for any PK-12 Arts Integration
50103 ar?s o 2k experience(s)* and related professional
W gan-\zat\?ft‘s \ eamm%n d development
; a
proV\d.e nces pf(?%rap\(_ e Can be used to engage COA’s Higher Order
eXPeQ\e\] Support\fr\%‘cu\um Thinking Schools Program Services
ireC cu .
C%\?Y— sChOO\ day'm’tegfat‘on e Up to 10% of total project (5875) can be used to
thr ough arts support complementary Access experiences

e Competitive Category - deadline March 15, 2017

x . *Arts Learning grant applicants engaging a teaching artist,
SELECTION CRITERIA - 20 points each must select from COA’s Directory of Teaching Artists

Applicant meets eligibility criteria

The plan to effectively advance knowledge and/or skills in an arts discipline while concurrently
advancing knowledge and/or skills in other disciplines is clearly defined

The appropriate people are included in planning and implementing the program
Arts and non-arts learning goals and measurement outcomes identified are realistic and attainable

Funds identified support eligible project expenses and are sufficient to complete the project as
identified

Supports COA’s strategic direction (mission/vision/READI framework)




ARTS LEARNING - |

Application Deadline:

Access - Rolling deadline (Closes when
funds are expended)

Connection/Correlation - March 15,
2017 (Competitive Category)

Integration - March 15, 2017
(Competitive Category)

Review Process:

Access - No Panel Review. Grants
awarded on a first come (and
eligible), first served basis.

Connection/Correlation - Panel
Review April 2017 and

Integration - Panel Review April 2017

Notification: May 2017 (dependent on
confirmation and allocation of state
budget)

Funding Period: July 1, 2017 - June 30,
2018*

Final Report: August 30, 2018 or 60 days
following completion of project, if
sooner

*A project may begin before or end after
the Connecticut Office of the Arts grant
funding period; HOWEVER, the use
and/or attribution of COA funds MUST
only be used during the specified
funding period.



A
ARTS LEARNING - NOTES

_—

COA maintains a Directory of Teaching Artists. Arts Learning E
grant applicants engaging a teaching artist, must select from
COA’s Directory of Teaching Artists.

The Directory supports COA's education goal to advance
teaching and learning along a 3-tiered “Continuum of
Practice.” The tiers are progressive in the amount of time an

artist engages with the same audience, the type and scope of
planning involved in developing each project, and the depth
of the learning experience the project provides. Likewise, é

Arts Learning Grant categories relate to the Continuum and
the goals, objectives and measurements questions for each
category are scaled accordingly.

Arts Standards - COA supports the National Core Arts
Standards adopted by the CT State Department of Education

NOTE: Applicant may receive Arts Learning funding in the
same category no more than 3 consecutive years

Partnerships are not required for Arts Learning Grants



Connecticut Office of the Arts

PROJECT GRANTS

The PROJECT GRANT program is designed to
support a wide range of arts-based projects of

Artistic Excellence that align with COA’s

READI (Relevance, Equity, Access, Diversity,
Inclusion) framework.

* Engage a CT Artist




Connecticut Office of the Arts

PROJECT GRANTS

Ellglb|e Applicants must reside in Connecticut and be one of
the following:

e Artist (applying with a fiscal sponsor OR applying using your legal
business entity)

* Arts Organization (applying as a 501(c)(3) OR applying with a fiscal
sponsor)

* Non-Arts 501(c)(3) Organization with a history of conducting
arts projects/programs (contact COA in advance to confirm eligibility)

 School District

* Municipal Department Level C - (see Glossary of Application
Terms for complete definition)



PROJECT GRANT Proposal Development

Narrative

Project proposals MUST Describe your proposed project?

include thoughtful . ,
How does this project support COA’s

plannmg a.nd com!olete investment in READI within a framework of
the following sections: artistic excellence?

A. Applicant Information Define the audience served by the project,
indicate what informed your idea for this

project, and express why it is unique and

Information relevant for the intended audience?
Narrative

Budget
Support Document

B. General Project

How does your project engage Connecticut
artist(s)?

How will you implement the project?

View Program guidelines for complete narrative questions.




PROJECT GRANTS Review Criteria

A.READI
B. Artistic Excellence
C. Quality Plan

15
15
15

noints
noints

noints

Total Maximum of 45 points

LOW - low probability that the applicant will successfully execute the project in alignment with the goals of the program.

MEDIUM - sufficient probability that the applicant will successfully execute the project in alignment with the goals of the program.

HIGH - high probability that the applicant will successfully execute the project in alignment with the goals of the program.




Connecticut Office of the Arts
PROJECT GRANTS

Funding Period:
July 1, 2017 — June 30, 2018

Match Required:

50% of grant request of which 25%
may be satisfied with in-kind
contributions.

Budget:

Use the COA template and include
projected income /expenses.

March 22,2017




Regional Initiative “REGI” Grant Program

The REGI GRANT program encourages and
supports small Community arts projects that

are aligned with COA’s READI (Relevance,
Equity, Access, Diversity, and Inclusion) framework.

* Take place within the region to which the applicant is
applying.
* Engage a community partner Grant Request

$1,000 - $4,000




Regional Initiative “REGI” Grant Program

E|Iglb|e Applicants must reside in Connecticut and be one of
the following:

e Artist - may apply independently OR with a fiscal sponsor
* Arts Organization - 501(c)(3) OR with a fiscal sponsor

* Non-Arts 501(c)(3) Organization with a history of conducting
arts projects/programs (contact COA in advance to confirm eligibility)

* School Districts or Individual Schools
* Libraries

* Colleges and Universities

* Municipal Department



Regional Service Organizations

Serve as partners and as local field offices for Connecticut

VV VYV V VY VYVYY

Office of the Arts programs and services.

Arts & Culture Collaborative, Waterbury Region
Arts Council of Greater New Haven

Cultural Alliance of Fairfield County

Cultural Alliance of Western Connecticut
Greater Hartford Arts Council

Northwest Connecticut Arts Council

Shoreline Arts Alliance

Southeastern Connecticut Cultural Coalition
Windham Arts

Visit www.ct.gov/cct for contact information and towns covered.



http://www.ct.gov/cct

“REGI” Proposal Development

Project proposals MUST
include thoughtful
planning and complete
the following sections:

A. Applicant Information
B. General Project
Information
Narrative
Budget
Support Document

Community Engagement Plan
Narrative

Is the project relevant to the community it
intends to serve and does the project
successfully engage the community
through arts participation?

Does the project apply the arts in new and
imaginative ways in this community?

Does this project identify a strong
community partnership?




“REGI” Review Criteria

A. READI 15 points
B. Community Engagement Plan 15 points
C. Quality Plan 15 points

Total Maximum of 45 Points

LOW - low probability that the applicant will successfully execute the project in alignment with the goals of the program.
MEDIUM - sufficient probability that the applicant will successfully execute the project in alignment with the goals of the program.
HIGH - high probability that the applicant will successfully execute the project in alignment with the goals of the program.




Regional Initiative “REGI” Grant Program

Funding Period:
July 1, 2017 — June 30, 2018

Match Required:

25% of grant request can be met
through any combination of cash
and/or In-Kind contributions.

Budget:

Use the COA template and include

_ ] DEADLINE
projected income /expenses.

March 22, 2017




Grant Program DEADLINES

Rolling

March 15th
March 15th
March 15th
March 22"
March 22"

There is NO Intent to Apply Deadline

Arts Learning - Access

Supporting Arts In Place

Arts Learning - Connection/Correlation
Arts Learning - Integration

Project Grants

Regional Initiative - REGI



Program Timeline

Deadline: Deadlines Vary. Review program guidelines
Panel Review: April 2017

Award Notification: mMay 2017

Funding Period: July 1, 2017 - June 30, 2018

Final Report: August 30, 2018 or 60 days following

completion of project, if sooner

All dates are subject to change.




How to Apply

* COA grant programs use an e-granting system

* Applications must be submitted through COA’s
online portal https://coa.fluidreview.com/

* Tech Questions: email FluidReview’s Tech
Support Team at support@fluidreview.com

* Program Questions: contact the appropriate COA
program staff member.

NOTE: FluidReview tech support maintains a 24 hour response policy; therefore, plan to
complete your application well in advance of the deadline to ensure support services
are available.


https://coa.fluidreview.com/
mailto:support@fluidreview.com

Panel Assessment

* Panel Scores - primary consideration in
determining awards.

* Multiple review panels may be required (based on # of
applications).

* Applications may be grouped based on similar
characteristics (grant request, applicant eligibility, type of project,
etc.) & scores normalized.

* COA staff present funding recommendations to the
Connecticut Arts Council for review and final
approval.



Additional Information

Connecticut Office of the Arts
GRANT PROGRAMS

« Review the Connecticut Office of the Arts Grant Overview

Guidelines for a complete list of ineligible expenses.

Connecticut Office of the Arts funding CANNOT be matched with
other Connecticut state funds.

All grants funds are dependent on state and federal annual appropriations as allotted by
the Governor, the Connecticut General Assembly, and federal funding to the National
Endowment for the Arts. Therefore, all grant monies are contingent on availability.




Resources — Looking for CT Artists!!!

Art in Public Spaces Registry: A non-juried database open to both in-state

and out-of-state artists who are interested in being considered for
Connecticut's Art in Public Spaces projects.

COA Directory of Teaching Artists: A Directory of over 70 individual
teaching artists who specialize in teaching both in the classroom and in the
community, and performance artists and artist groups who have been juried

into the specific categories of Teaching/Connecting, Teaching/Integrating,
and/or Performing.

CreativeGround: A free directory open to New England artists of any
___________ discipline and produced by the New England Foundation
CRE porriss Nﬂ,d for the Arts (NEFA).

Regional Partners: Applicants may also engage the services of local and
regional arts agencies when seeking local artists.

www.ct.gov/cct



http://www.ct.gov/cct

Additional Funding Opportunities

Connecticut Arts Endowment Fund (CAEF)

Established by the State of Connecticut to stimulate the
development of private sector funding and help stabilize arts
institutions. Interest earned on the Fund'’s principal is distributed
annually to Connecticut’s non-profit arts organizations which have
received a minimum of $25,000 in contributions in each of the last
two years from non-governmental sources.

Grant awards are calculated based on a formula.

Application will be available in the fall of 2017 with a deadline in
December of 2017.



Additional Funding Opportunities

Artist Fellowship Program

Award-based funding for artists.

Application available in March of 2017 with a
deadline in May 2017.

Check COA’s website for program updates.



Supporting Arts In Place

Rhonda.Olisky@ct.gov
860-256-2752

Project Grants
Tamara.Dimitri@ct.gov
860-256-2720

Arts Learning

Bonnie.Koba@ct.gov
860-256-2730

Regional Initiative - REGI
Adrian.Jefferson@ct.gov

860-256-2786

o

CONTARCT
us?
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